
BUILDING 
CLIMATE 
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IN THE NORTH



WHAT IS THE TOWN OF CHURCHILL’S CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION PLAN?

The Town of Churchill Climate Change Adaptation Plan is a framework and strategy to 
build resilience and respond to the risks, vulnerabilities and opportunities Churchill and 
the surrounding region face in a changing climate.


WHY DID WE CREATE THIS PLAN?

Climate change is already impacting the community. Climate change projections show 
that Churchill will experience an increase in both summer and winter temperatures, 
changes in precipitation patterns, shorter sea-ice season, permafrost thaw, and more 
frequent and severe extreme weather events. 


WHAT ARE THE MAJOR OBJECTIVES OF THIS PLAN?

• To set a future direction using best practices and the most up to date climate data.

• To engage municipal staff, stakeholders and the public in conversations about climate 

change impacts and receive feedback.


WHAT IS IN THE PLAN?

• Climate change data identifying how the climate is likely to change locally. 

• Projected climate change impacts to Churchill and the surrounding region.

• Risk, vulnerability and opportunity assessment of projected climate impacts.

• An adaptation action plan for implementation that takes into account co-benefits.



WHO CREATED THIS PLAN? WHAT IS THE TIMELINE?

Learn more at: churchill.ca/p/climate-change


COVID-19
Global lockdown due to 
pandemic

SUMMER
2019
Hiring of the Climate Change 
Adaptation Coordinator

FALL
2019
Formation of the Churchill 
Climate Change Adaptation 
Steering Committee

WINTER
2020
Background research and 
identification of impacts

SPRING
2021
Implementation of actions

Adaptation Lead | Town of Churchill 
Climate Change Adaptation 
Coordinator

Role: Coordinate the adaptation plan 
process and write plan. 

Municipal Staff (all departments)

Role: Identify potential impacts and 
actions based on current climate change 
observations.

Mayor and Council 

Role: Adopt the strategy and action plan 
for implementation.

Adaptation Steering Committee 

(Municipal Staff, community 
stakeholders) 

Role: Refine impacts, develop risk 
assessment, and refine actions and 
implementation timeline. 



GLOSSARY 
ADAPTED FROM INFRASTRUCTURE CANADA’S 
DISASTER MITIGATION AND ADAPTATION FUND  
https://www.infrastructure.gc.ca/dmaf-faac/index-eng.html

Adaptation 

Adaptation refers to adjustments in 
ecological, social, or economic systems in 
response to actual or expected climatic 
stimuli and their effects or impacts. It 
refers to changes in processes, practices, 
and structures to moderate potential 
damages or to benefit from opportunities 
associated with climate change. 

Actions / measures that reduce the 
negative impacts of climate change, while 
taking advantage of potential new 
opportunities. 


Co-benefits  
The positive effects that a policy or 
measure with one objective might have on 
other objectives, irrespective of the net 
effect on overall social welfare. Co-
benefits are often subject to uncertainty 
and depend on local circumstances and 
implementation practices, among other 
factors. Co-benefits may also be referred 
to as ancillary benefits. 


Climate Change  
Climate change refers to a statistically 
significant variation in either the mean 
state of the climate or in its variability, 
persisting for an extended period 
(typically decades or longer). 


Resilience  
Resilience refers to the ability of a system, 
community or society exposed to hazards 
to resist, absorb, accommodate to, adapt 
to, transform and recover from the effects 
of a hazard in a timely and efficient manner, 
including through the preservation and 
restoration of its essential basic structures 
and functions through risk management. 


Risk  
The potential loss of life, injury, or destroyed 
or damaged assets which could occur to a 
system, society or a community in a 
specific period of time, determined 
probabilistically as a function of hazard, 
exposure, vulnerability and capacity. 


Vulnerability  
A condition or set of conditions determined 
by physical, social, economic and 
environmental factors or processes that 
increases the susceptibility of an asset or a 
community to the impact of hazards. 


Risk Assessment  
The overall process of risk identification, 
risk analysis and risk evaluation. 


Impacts  
Refers primarily to the effects of one or more 
hazards on natural and human systems. 
Impacts generally refer to effects on lives, 
livelihoods, health status, ecosystems, 
economic, social, and cultural assets, 
services (including environmental), and 
infrastructure due to the interaction of one or 
more hazard events occurring within a 
specific time period and the vulnerability of 
an exposed society or system.  


